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Library
tunnel
to close

Gov. Rod
Blagojevich
made a stop
Wednesday
evening at
the Marion
Cultural and
Civic Center
to gain public
support of his
tax plan.
The plan is
supposed
to support
health-care
and education
programs.

Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

J ASON J OHNSON
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Governor stops in Marion

‘‘T

get proposal that would cause the
largest tax increase in Illinois history. The legislation aims to make
health insurance available for all
Illinoisans and fund public education.
Blagojevich said in order to
have quality schools and provide
health care for all, sacrifices would
have to be made, but big corporations will pay the price through a
gross receipts tax.
The tax, which the second-term
governor announced in March,

Reasons to run
Student trustee hopefuls say position
isn’t just a notch on their resumés
Joe Crawford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Alex Underwood is disenchanted
with student politicians.
Underwood, a senior from
Carbondale studying electrical engineering, said he doesn’t believe student politicians, such as the student
trustee, act solely to do good for the
student body.
“It’s a status thing. It looks good
on a resume whenever you’re out
trying to get a job,” he said. “Also, it
might be a sort of springboard for
somebody that’s looking for a longterm career in politics.”
The accusation is a common one.
Each of the three candidates for
student trustee admitted that some
might see the position as a resumebuilding opportunity, but each also
denied it played a role in their decision to join the race.
Candidate Kevin Winstead, a

senior from Chicago studying marketing, said he recognizes there are
substantial benefits for some students
in student government. SIUC has
a great network and many student
leaders are able to meet state and
national politicians as well as highranking university officials, he said.
As a marketing major, Winstead
said he doesn’t stand to benefit in the
same way as a student who is going
into law or a similar field.
“For me, (SIU President) Glenn
Poshard does not help me get my
graphic design work done or help
me with my ad I have to get done,”
he said.
Winstead, currently the Black
Affairs Council coordinator, said he
became active in campus politics in
2004 after he became aware of issues
concerning students and the city of
Carbondale.
See REASONS, Page 7

— Gov. Rod Blagojevich

would finance the proposed health
care and education changes.
“The same forces we are fighting on this are the same forces who
are making it almost impossible for
you to afford to turn your lights
on,” Blagojevich said.
The new tax on business transactions is predicted to produce about
$6 billion a year, and a payroll tax
would help generate $1 billion.
Blagojevich mentioned in his
speech that United Airlines has cut
back on their on-flight meals and
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M A R I O N — A crowd
of about 500 greeted an atypically casual Gov. Rod Blagojevich
Wednesday at the Marion Cultural
and Civic Center, cheering him
and holding signs that backed his
latest budget plan.
Flanked by SIU President
Glenn Poshard, Marion Mayor
Bob Butler and Rep. Jay Hoffman
from Collinsville, among others, Blagojevich spoke about his
plans for education, health care
and rolling back the Ameren rate
increase.
The stop was a part of the
“Investing in Families” bus tour
used to drum up support for a bud-

he same forces we are fighting on this are the same
forces who are making it almost impossible for you
to afford to turn your lights on.

air conditioning, but the company’s
CEO gave himself $23.8 million
as a bonus.
Through the gross receipts tax,
he said the state government would
force big corporations to pay their
fair share.
A handful of signs that read
“No GRT” speckled the supporters
as about 70 to 75 members of the
Illinois Farm Bureau protestrf the
proposed gross receipts tax.
Representatives from the bureau
were offered the chance to speak at
after Blagojevich’s speech.
Jim Anderson, district director of the bureau, said the group
worries the proposed tax will affect
more than big business.

Students will be forced to get additional exercise in their trek around
campus this week.
Because of basement flooding
from recent rainstorms, the walkway
on the south end of Morris Library
will be partially closed so workers
can amend the drainage system from
the library roof, Library Affairs Dean
David Carlson said Wednesday.
The west side of the tunnel —
which separates the library entrance
from the Life Sciences buildings and
Lawson Hall — is set to be closed
from today through Saturday, he said.
Carlson said the flooded basement
— which still held more than an inch
of water in two-thirds of the basement
Wednesday afternoon — resulted
from the temporary drainage system
for the library’s roof, in which water
was pumped into elevator pits in the
library.
“When we get the kind of rain
we got yesterday, those sump pumps
do not keep up, so we need to get the
water completely out of the building
so that it will solve that problem and
we will be happy and dry,” he said.
Kate Webster, a junior from
Princeton studying social work, said
she is mildly disturbed by the closure.
“Now I just have to go past Quigley
instead of taking the walkway that
goes across the street, which is fine,”
said Webster, who is handicapped and
travels with a scooter. “As long as I
have my scooter it doesn’t take a long
time. It’s just annoying.”
See LIBRARY, Page 7

See GOVERNOR, Page 14
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Professors
look to settle
ethics suit
Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

An SIUC professor accused of
being non-compliant in a state-issued
ethics test said Wednesday he was
eager to settle his lawsuit against the
state out of court.
Faculty Association President
Marvin Zeman said he was optimistic
that a settlement could be reached in
the lawsuit after his lawyer responded
to the Illinois attorney general’s motion
to dismiss in a hearing Tuesday.
Zeman and fellow mathematics
professor Walter Wallis filed the suit
in February after the state sent them
a letter asking them to admit noncompliance for taking the test too
quickly or face punishment, which
could include termination.
The state’s attorney for the case,
Matthew Bilinsky, argued the lawsuit
should be dismissed because no action
had been taken against the fast test
See SETTLE, Page 14
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NEWS BRIEFS

Speaking Peace

Train derails, spills blue cheese dressing

• Using nonviolent communication to create inner and outer peace
• 7:30-9:00 p.m. today at Kleinau Theatre
• Free admission

M E CC A, Calif. (AP) — A train derailment in the Southern California desert spilled gallons of blue cheese dressing into a canal leading to the Salton Sea.
Cleaning up the smelly mess will take a few days, Union Pacific officials said
Wednesday.
The 52-car train was carrying a variety of cargo from Dupo, Ill., to Los Angeles, said
Union Pacific spokesman Joe Arbona.
Nineteen of the cars derailed, dumping bulk containers of the dressing, other food
products and concrete sealant. The cause of the Tuesday afternoon derailment and the
amount of materials spilled had not been determined.
The spilled dressing and other materials flowed into the Coachella Canal about a mile
from the north shore of the Salton Sea, hazardous materials specialist Robert Becker said.
“There was blue cheese — a lot of it,” Becker said.
The canal was dammed and there was no threat to the salty Salton Sea, Becker said.
The train’s three crew members were uninjured but a Riverside County firefighter was
taken to a hospital for treatment of heat exposure, Battalion Chief Jorge Rodriguez said.

The State of
Broadcasting in Kenya
and Uganda
• Critical reflections on politics and broadcasting policy
• 4:30 p.m. today at Communications
Building, Room 1032
• GMRC Speaker Henry Kyeyune will be
presenting

Student’s body found in campus lake

Visiting Artist:
Carl Pope
• 6 p.m. today at Lawson, Room 231
• Mixed-media artist will present his work
that deals with social and racial issues, as
well as issues of identities
• Interested students can sign up for
individual critiques with the artist, call 612481-3699

Foundations
of Nonviolent
Communication:
For Beginners

AM E S , Iowa (AP) — The body of a missing Iowa State University student was located
in a lake on campus, university police said.
The body of Abel Bolanos, 19, of Rolling Meadows, was found about 3:40 p.m. Tuesday
in Lake LaVerne, said Cmdr. Gene Deisinger, of the university police department.
Deisinger said dive crews found the body and officials later identified the body as
Bolanos, a sophomore studying English.
There were no obvious signs of foul play. A cause of death remains under investigation.
Bolanos was reported missing on Sunday. He was last seen leaving a party early Saturday
morning, Deisinger said. He had left the keys to his dorm room and car at the party. He also
left his car near the site of the party, police said.
Officials from several local and state agencies participated in the search, which included aircraft and K-9 units, Deisinger said.
More than 200 people also volunteered to help in the search for Bolanos, he said.

Intern pleads guilty to stealing Civil War era
documents at the National Archives

• 6:30-9:30 p.m. Friday at Communications
Building, Room 2012
• An introductory workshop offering communication skills to transform old patterns
of defensiveness and blame into compassion and empathy, and to improve the
quality of all relationships
• General public $35 for Friday only, $100
for Friday and Saturday
• Students $25 for Friday only, $70 for
Friday and Saturday

Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
536-3311, ext. 266.

P H I L A DELPHIA (AP) — A 40-year-old intern with the National Archives pleaded
guilty Wednesday to stealing 164 Civil War documents, including an official announcement of President Lincoln’s death, and putting most of them up for sale on eBay.
Prosecutors said Denning McTague, who has master’s degrees in history and library
science, put about 150 of the documents online and had shipped about half of them.
All but three of the items, worth an estimated $30,000 in all, have since been recovered.
McTague told investigators that he used a yellow legal pad to sneak the documents
out while working at the National Archives and Records Administration last summer. As
an unpaid intern, he had been responsible for arranging and organizing documents in
preparation for the upcoming 150th anniversary of the Civil War.
A Gettysburg company that publishes books on the Civil War spotted some of the
items on eBay and alerted authorities last fall, officials said.
The stolen Civil War-era documents included telegrams concerning the troops’ weaponry, the War Department’s announcement of Lincoln’s death sent to soldiers and a letter
from famed cavalryman James Ewell Brown Stuart, prosecutors said.

CORRECTIONS

POLICE REPORTS

In Wednesday’s DAILY EGYPTIAN, the excerpted quote in the page 1 story “Speaker
questions America’s use of torture” should have been attributed to 2006 Illinois Green Party
gubernatorial candidate Rich Whitney. The DAILY EGYPTIAN regrets this error.

There were no items to report
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Champaign
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Moline
Mount Vernon
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From a cloud to a golden deer
Transformations
occurs in traditional
Indian dance
Alejandro Gonzalez
DAILY EGYPTIAN

On stage, she looked at the
audience and said she was a cloud,
then transformed into an ocean,
and then a wave — and that was
only the beginning.
These transformations of
Krithika Rajagopalan and others
occurred when the Natya Dance
Theatre gave a traditional southern
Indian performance at the Student
Center ballrooms Wednesday
night. The performance was part
of the SIUC’s celebration of Asian
Heritage Month.
Nayta, a group from Chicago,
has performed for more than 31
years and does tours all over the
world. The dances are based on
3,000-year-old scriptures, said
Rajagopalan, the choreographer
and leader of the group.
“It represents everything,” said
Rajagopalan, who has been with
the group for 25 years. “It can
represent Genesis from the Bible.
It can represent love between a
man and a woman. It can represent
anything.”
The dance, called Bharatanatyam, shows women with bright
makeup in long, red dresses and tell
stories through body movements
and facial expressions.
“I’ve never seen dancing that
way,” said Ashley Swinford, a
senior from Champaign studying
psychology. “I was really amazed

A NTHONY S OUFFLE ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Krithika Rajagopalan, the assistant artistic director of the Natya Dance Theatre in Chicago, performs a traditional Indian dance
Wednesday evening at the Student Center Ballroom D. The production explored many concepts from ancient Indian art and literature,
incorporating them into the dance.
how much they can convey just
through their hand gestures.”
Swinford said she understood
the gestures in one of the stories.
“One of them was about one of
the gods and transforming her figure to try and lure different people,”
she said. “They were transforming their figure, like changing to a
beautiful maiden, then she changed

into a deer.”
April Hall, a junior from Chicago
studying pre-medication, said she
appreciated the originality of the
dance.
“We had never come to anything
like this before. It was different,” she
said. “It kind of got a little long, but
we liked when all the dancers were
there together.”

Hall said there were specific
things that caught her attention,
although they were strange.
“I liked how they used the facial
expressions,” she said. “That’s what
attracted me the most. I don’t know
why they were doing that.”
gonzalez@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 266

‘‘I

t can represent Genesis
from the Bible. It can
represent love between a
man and a woman. It can
represent anything.
— Krithika Rajagopalan
choreographer and leader of the group
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WIRE REPORTS

LOS ANGELES

‘A Christmas Story’
director killed in crash
LO S A N G E L E S (AP) — Film director
Robert Clark, best known for the beloved
holiday classic “A Christmas Story,” and
his son were killed Wednesday in a car
wreck, the filmmaker’s assistant and
police said.
Clark, 67, and son Ariel Hanrath-Clark,
22, were killed in the accident in Pacific
Palisades, said Lyne Leavy, Clark’s personal assistant.
The two men were in an Infiniti that
collided head-on with a GMC Yukon
Wednesday afternoon, said Lt. Paul
Vernon, a police spokesman. The driver of
the other car was under the influence of
alcohol and was driving without a license,
Vernon said.
The driver, Hector Velazquez-Nava,
24, of Los Angeles, remained hospitalized
and will be booked for investigation of
gross vehicular manslaughter after being
treated, Vernon said. A female passenger
in his car also was taken to the hospital
with minor injuries, police said.

WASHINGTON

Special ed students
to get alternate tests
WA S H I N G TO N (AP) — The Bush
administration is letting more children
with disabilities take simplified tests
under the No Child Left Behind education law.
The change, outlined in final regulations Wednesday, would triple the number of children who can take tests that are
easier than those given to most students
under the 2002 law. Roughly 10 percent
of special education students — those
with the most serious cognitive disabilities — currently can take simplified, alternative tests and have the results count
toward a school’s annual progress goals.
Under the new rules, about an additional 20 percent of children with disabilities could take alternative tests and have
those count toward a school’s progress
goals. The new tests are for children who
are not severely disabled but who have
been unable to work on grade level at the
same pace as their peers because of disabilities, such as some forms of dyslexia.
The new tests will not be as easy
as those given to the children already
exempted from the regular tests. But the
tests will not be as hard as those given to
typical students. Federal officials said the
new tests would provide educators with
a more meaningful way to measure what
some students with disabilities know and
can do.

DAMASCUS

Pelosi meets Syrian
leader despite
objections
DA M A S C US , Syria (AP) — House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi challenged the
White House on Middle East policy
Wednesday, meeting with Syria’s leader
and insisting “the road to Damascus is a
road to peace.”
That brought a sharp attack from the
Bush administration, which has rejected direct talks with Damascus until its
changes its ways.
“Unfortunately that road is lined with
the victims of Hamas and Hezbollah,
the victims of terrorists who cross from
Syria into Iraq,” said Gordon Johndroe, a
spokesman for President Bush’s National
Security Council. “It’s unfortunate that
she took this unilateral trip which we only
see as counterproductive.”
Washington accuses Syria of backing Hamas and Hezbollah, two groups it
deems terrorist organizations. It also says
Syria is fueling Iraq’s violence by allowing Sunni insurgents to operate from its
territory and is destabilizing Lebanon’s
government. Syrian security officials have
been implicated in the 2005 assassination of former Lebanese premier Rafik
Hariri in Beirut, though Damascus has
denied a role.
Pelosi was the highest-ranking
American politician to visit Syria since
relations began to deteriorate in 2003.
Then Secretary of State Colin Powell went
to Damascus in May 2003.

News

Iran to free captive sailors
Blair expresses
‘profound relief ’
Nasser Karimi
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

TEHRAN, Iran — President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad defused a
growing confrontation with Britain,
announcing the surprise release of 15
captive British sailors Wednesday and
then gleefully accepting the crew’s
thanks and handshakes in what he
called an Easter gift.
British Prime Minister Tony Blair
expressed “profound relief ” over the
peaceful end to the 13-day crisis.
“Throughout we have taken a measured approach — firm but calm,
not negotiating, but not confronting
either,” Blair said in London, adding
a message to the Iranian people that
“we bear you no ill will.”
The announcement in Tehran
was a breakthrough in a crisis that
had escalated over nearly two weeks,
raising oil prices and fears of military
conflict in the volatile region. The
move to release the sailors suggested
that Iran’s hard-line leadership decided it had shown its strength but did
not want to push the standoff too far.
Iran did not get the main thing it
sought — a public apology for entering Iranian waters. Britain, which
said its crew was in Iraqi waters when
seized, insists it never offered a quid
pro quo, either, instead relying on
quiet diplomacy.
Syria, Iran’s close ally, said it played
a role in winning the release. “Syria
exercised a sort of quiet diplomacy
to solve this problem and encourage
dialogue between the two parties,”

M C C LATCHY -TRIBUNE

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad speaks with the 15 British sailors and Marines seized
by Iran following his press conference to announce their release in Tehran, Iran, on Wednesday.
Ahmadinejad announced earlier that his government would release the detained sailors and marines
as an Easter gift to the British people.
Syrian Foreign Minister Walid alMoallem said in Damascus.
The announcement of the release
came hours after U.S. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi met with President
Bashar Assad in Damascus, trying to
show that a U.S. dialogue with Syria
— rejected by the Bush administration — could bring benefits for the
Middle East. The British sailors were
not part of their talks, and it was not
clear if the release was timed to coincide with her visit.

‘‘

T

hroughout we have taken a measured approach
— firm but calm, not negotiating, but not
confronting either.

Iran’s official news agency said
the British crew was to leave Iran
by plane on Thursday at 8 a.m. By
Wednesday evening they had still
not been handed over to the British

Obama raises $25 million,
rivals Clinton in fundraising
Nedra Pickler
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DAV EN P O RT, Iowa —
With a stunning $25 million fundraising haul for his presidential campaign, Democrat Barack Obama
affirmed his status Wednesday as
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s chief
rival.
Obama’s total for the first three
months of the year stopped just
short of the record $26 million
Clinton brought in.
Obama was in Iowa Wednesday,
with a rally in Mason City planned
for the afternoon. In an e-mail
message to supporters, he said his
fundraising success represented “an
unmistakable message to the political establishment in Washington
about the power and seriousness of
our challenge.”
His campaign released additional details illustrating the breadth of
Obama’s support. He had 100,000
contributors in the first quarter, with
more than half donating online for
a total of $6.9 million. Clinton, by
contrast, had about 50,000 contributors and raised $4.2 million
online.
The campaign said at least $23.5
million of the $25 million total
was available to be used in the
highly competitive primary race.
The Clinton campaign has yet to
disclose how much of her $26 million can be used for the primary
and how much was earmarked for
the general election. Clinton also
transferred $10 million from her
Senate account, bringing her total
campaign funds to $36 million.

— Tony Blair
British Prime Minister

Embassy in Tehran and the embassy
said it was not clear where they
would spend the night. A spokesman
for Blair would only say “the process
is under way.”

Friendly fire
may have
killed two
soldiers
Lolita C. Baldor
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Obama’s strong showing was a
blow to Clinton, who sought to
position herself as her party’s strongest White House contender in
part through her fundraising prowess. She has spent years developing a national fundraising network
through two Senate campaigns and
her husband’s eight years as president.
Obama began his campaign
with a relatively small donor base
concentrated largely in Illinois, his
home state. But his early opposition
to the Iraq war and voter excitement
over his quest to be the first black
president quickly fueled a powerful

fundraising machine.
He attracted Wall Street executives and big-money Hollywood
moguls like billionaire David
Geffen, a former Clinton supporter
who shifted allegiances. But he also
focused on smaller donations and
raised money in several small cities,
a practice Clinton aides say she will
follow this quarter.
Still, her strategists point to
numerous state and national polls
that show Obama consistently trailing Clinton. A new poll of New
Hampshire Democrats by CNN
and WMUR showed Edwards
surging into second place.

WA S H I N GT O N — Two
soldiers killed in Iraq in February
may have died as a result of
friendly fire, Army officials said
Wednesday.
The Army said it is investigating the deaths of Pvt. Matthew
Zeimer, 18, of Glendive, Mont.,
and Spc. Alan E. McPeek, 20, of
Tucson, Ariz., who were killed in
Ramadi, in western Iraq, on Feb.
2. The families of the two soldiers
were initially told they were killed
by enemy fire.
According to Army Col. Daniel
Baggio, unit commanders in Iraq
did not at first suspect they were
killed by U.S. forces, but an investigation by the unit concluded that
may be the case.
A supplemental report filed Feb.
28 suggested that the initial reports
might be wrong but that an investigation was still under way, he said.
It took another month before the
families of the two soldiers were
told, on March 31, that friendly fire
was suspected.
Wednesday’s disclosure comes
on the heels of the announcement
last week that nine high-ranking
Army officers, including four generals, made critical errors in reporting the friendly fire death of Army
Ranger Pat Tillman in Afghanistan.
The military found no criminal
wrongdoing in the shooting of the
former NFL player.
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Spring Fling raises money for Coach Kill Cancer Fund
Participants brave
weather for good cause

LEFT: Alicia
Garcia, a senior
studying plant
and soil sciences
and agriculture
systems, reacts
as water spills
on her after
passing a bucket
to her teammate
during the Spring
Fling hosted
by the College
of Agricultural
Sciences
Wednesday
evening on
Pleasant Hill Road.

Ryan Rendleman
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Cold weather didn’t discourage participants from getting dunked into a pit of
water Wednesday.
“It was for a good cause,” said Alicia
Garcia, who plummeted underwater to raise
money for the Coach Kill Cancer Fund
during the College of Agricultural Sciences
Spring Fling event.
Amanda Barczewski, assistant to the
coordinator of recruitment, said the theme
of the event was “So fresh and so clean.”
Trophies given at the end of the night fit
this — silver and gold spray-painted bars of
soap-on-a-rope.
Barczewski said one goal of the event
was to build relationships, because many
people from the college attended. She said
a similar event, Fall Follies, was put on last
semester, but they wanted the spring event
to pull a larger crowd.
To achieve this, they turned Spring Fling
into a fundraiser and donated all proceeds
to the cancer fund for SIU Football Coach
Jerry Kill, she said.
“It’s to bring our students, faculty and
staff together in different events that they
can come to,” she said.
Nearly 100 students, faculty and staff
gathered at the Agriculture Student Pavilion
to enjoy warm barbeque beef and baked
beans that steamed viciously in the orange
light of the fading sun. While some huddled
under the pavilion to avoid wind, others
braved the element to warm up in the sun.
Garcia, a senior from Atlanta, Ill., studying plant and soil science and agriculture
systems, said the water she was frequently
dumped into was warm, and her layered
outfit protected her from the wind.
While the experience was more pleasant
than expected, she said she did get an unexpected douse of water.

BELOW: Associate
Professor of
forestry, Jean
Mangun, left,
kisses Chauncey,
a five-week-old pig,
as Jessica Pyritz,
a senior studying
agriculture business
economics,
watches.
D U VALE R ILEY
D AILY E GYPTIAN

During a water relay race in which a
small bucket was passed over the heads of
participants to fill a larger bucket, Garcia
fell over and spilled water down the front
of her outfit.
“This one’s really cold,” she said. “It’s
definitely not as much fun the second time
around.”
Other events included a fundraiser to kiss
a pig and relay races by students and faculty,
such as the egg race in which participants
ran with an egg on a plastic spoon.
Jean Mangun, an associate professor of
forestry, said the 5-week-old pig wasn’t the

first she’d ever kissed.
“I used to live in Wisconsin,” she said.
“The winters are long and cold.”
Mangun said she would’ve gone to
Spring Fling even if she hadn’t participated
in the pig kiss event. She said the event
helps establish friendships between students
and faculty.
“I think the College of Agricultural
Sciences really has a nice, homey feeling,”
she said.
ryan_rendleman@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 268
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OUR WORD

Saluki Way destined to fail
W

hat would SIU do if money
wasn’t an option?
That’s an easy question.
It would tear down all the old buildings and put up new, fantastically modern
structures.
These buildings would overflow with
the latest in technology. Students would
be giddy because of the low tuition rates.
It would rebuild the Arena, demolish
the stadium and make SIU a powerful
school for athletics.
It would steal professors from
Harvard and Yale. MIT would pale in
comparison to SIU’s engineering program.
It would erect a power plant capable
of providing power to all of southern
Illinois.
And it would line its streets with gold.
In other words, it would have Saluki
Way.
If, of course, money wasn’t an option.
But, of course, it is.
And the final nail in Saluki Way was
just hammered home.
It came in the form of a group of
donors who said they’d give the university
$450,000 to keep Chris Lowery around.
He is, according to the people who can
pay for him, what the university needs.
Saluki Way is not.

All Lowery had to do was say he
would like more money. Two weeks later,
the university had it.
It has taken SIUC a year and a half to
raise almost the same amount for Saluki
Way.
The overambitious plan is not going
to happen. At least not in the way it has
been proposed.
Golden sidewalks, big power plants
and shiny new buildings aren’t what this
university needs.
It needs to be repaired.
Ceiling tiles in Faner Hall crash down
on students. Termites in Parkinson’s
Laboratory evacuate classrooms. And
more than $300 million should be spent
on maintenance elsewhere across campus.
But, administrators cling to the quixotic plan with amazing hope.
Meanwhile, back at Faner, a mysterious hole in the wall of room 2205
remains.
And art students learn to appreciate
minimalism after taking classes in the
Blue Barracks.
Phase one of Saluki Way cannot happen. The people who can pay for it have
declined, and time is running short to get
the cash.
Perhaps it is because Saluki Way is
still an idea, and the plan has no blue-

LYDIA B ARGIELSKI ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

prints. Or maybe it is because Saluki Way
is not a winning plan.
But either way, it’s just too ambitious
of an idea.
Phase one of Saluki Way must be
adjusted for it to work. Drop the idea of
four new buildings and concentrate on
one — SIU Arena.
Donors have already said they appre-

ciate the work of the basketball team, so
revamping its playground should be the
top priority.
After the Arena is complete, and people can better see the vision the administration has for SIU, other buildings can
be built.
And SIU may get its streets of gold
after all.

GUEST COLUMN

Smoking ban outrageous
Sarah Curtis
GUEST COLUMNIST

In response to Lance Jack’s proposed
and approved partial smoking ban, I would
like to express my general outrage at the
city council, excepting Brad Cole and Joel
Fritzler, for grossly undermining the freedom of Carbondale businesspeople to make
their own decisions on what legal substances to allow in their own establishments.
I have written before on the smoking
ban issue, and I still believe that this is a
decision that goes against everything it
means to be free in this society. It’s a freedom to choose where we work, a freedom
to choose whom to hire and a freedom to
choose where to have dinner or where to
enjoy a beer. Starting in 2008, I’ll be taking
my business to other towns, if anywhere at
all. On the plus side, I’ll have money that
would have gone into the community that
I can save for a future move away from
Illinois.
I’m disgusted with all the state governments, including New York and Florida,

for these “clean indoor air” acts, which are
supposedly aimed at protecting the health
of employees of bars and restaurants. What
the act doesn’t allow for, though, is that
there are many businesses in Carbondale
that have already gone
smoke-free of their
own accord, and any
non-smokers who are
bothered by cigarette
smoke could very
easily apply to those
places instead. Private
property should allow
private choice as
long as the activities
allowed do not violate
any laws. Seriously, is
prohibition next?
Alcohol, and those
who use alcohol, can
be very dangerous to
society as a whole. Let’s ban it in public
places. Let’s also make tobacco, one of the
largest cash crops in America, completely
illegal and put half of Virginia out of busi-

ness because it can cause cancer. So can
smog, any kind of air pollution, eating artificial sweeteners, being born into a family
with a history of cancer and limitless other
things that go along with living a day-today normal life.
People get sick, people
die and it’s sad, but it’s
part of life. I, for one,
would rather live a shorter
time with more freedom,
than be forced to be
healthy at the expense of
my freedom. More than
anything, I’d hope that my
government, especially my
local government, would
think of my freedom
before my health. I’d like
to retain my rights to life,
liberty and the pursuit of
happiness without government intervention, as long as I’m not hurting anyone else.
Ban smoking on public streets, in public
buildings (like the Civic Center and uni-

It’s a freedom to
choose where we
work, a freedom
to choose whom to
hire and a freedom
to choose where
to have dinner
or where to
enjoy a beer.

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

versity, where smoking is already banned)
but don’t ban it in private businesses. Leave
it to the citizens and the business owners
to make the right decisions about where to
spend their time and money. The issue here
is not smoking, and it’s not public health.
If a minimum wage or lower employee in a
restaurant doesn’t like the cigarette smoke,
there are at least five or six places that need
the same kind of help that don’t allow
smoking.
Oh, and apparently the workers at
non-liquor establishments are less in need
of the government’s help. I’d be more
interested in the city council spending it’s
time figuring out how to bring more jobs
into Carbondale, and how to deal with the
Ameren price-gouging problems. I’m far
more concerned (as I’m sure most waitresses and waiters who get paid well below
minimum wage) with getting paid a living
wage than I am with the government intervening where it’s not wanted.
Curtis is a junior studying
English creative writing

WORDS OVERHEARD
Not as a city councilperson, not as a citizen of Carbondale, but as an
“African
American. Talk about profiling of individuals, in my opinion.”

Steven Haynes
Councilman
on a letter the Smoke Free Carbondale Coalition sent him
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HD disc formats: The basics

Fake money circulates in city
Police caution
businesses to
check watermarks
Danny Wenger
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Counterfeiters are trying to pass
off Abraham Lincoln as Benjamin
Franklin.
Carbondale Police warned businesses this week of counterfeit money
circulating in the area. The fake currency appears as $20 and $100 bills.
The counterfeiters used a computer-generated image to change the
appearance of $5 bills, Carbondale
Police Sgt. Don Priddy said.
When tested with a counterfeit
pen, the bills appeared real because
they were printed on genuine currency paper, but the security strip said
“USA Five.”
Priddy said the police investigate
counterfeit bills every year.
“Usually a couple a times a year
we’ll run into some kind of counterfeiting in different styles,” Priddy said.

REASONS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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Candidate Megan Pulliam, a
junior from Springfield studying
pre-medicine and Spanish, said she
joined the Student Environmental
Center last year and soon became
interested in various social issues,
from farm workers’ wages to environmental building standards.
“The thing that made me most
interested in the Board of Trustees is
I knew that they were making decisions about Saluki Way,” she said.
She said the board’s decisions

“It can be as simple as somebody clipping the corners off of $20 bills and
putting them on $1 dollar bills.”
One of the ways to tell if a bill
is real is to check the watermark of
the president on the bill, Priddy said.
For example, $20 bills have a watermark of President Andrew Jackson.
The counterfeits that were used had
watermarks, but they were the wrong
president.
“The bills had Abraham Lincoln
on it,” Priddy said. “If people know
who’s supposed to be on their bills,
then they should recognize it.”
Businesses should check the watermark and security strip to determine
the veracity of the bills, Priddy said.
When someone uses counterfeit
money, Priddy said the police investigate to determine if the person might
be guilty or if they were unaware they
were using the fake money. In either
case, Priddy said the Secret Service is
contacted.
“Normally what we do is we take
the bills and get the information from
whoever it is that is in possession of
the bills,” he said. “Then we kind of do
an initial investigation to try to make

an early determination of whether we
think this person is responsible or an
innocent victim. In any case, we contact the Secret Service and they actually do follow-up investigations.”
Priddy said counterfeiting money
falls under the federal jurisdiction of
the Secret Service.
The Secret Service Web site
advises people who come in contact
with counterfeit bills to limit handling
them as much as possible. The site
said people should write their initials
and the date in the white border of
the bill and place it into an envelope
before handing it over to authorities.
Priddy said businesses should train
employees to recognize counterfeit
bills because they could lose both
money and merchandise.
“Each bill has distinct watermarks
and security strips and the locations
are usually a little different on the
different bills,” Priddy said. “That’s
one of the ways businesses, if they’re
familiar with that, can take a look and
compare.”

concerning Saluki Way — a planned
massive overhaul of the campus’ east
side — are linked to the cost of
education and environmentally conscious construction of the buildings
involved.
Pulliam said some student leaders probably seek their positions in
hopes of becoming more employable, but she said she doubted being
student trustee would help her
resume.
“Out of the whole student body,
we are the only three running for
the student trustee position, so
obviously everyone that cares about

making change isn’t running for the
position,” she said.
Incumbent student trustee
Christine Guerra, who is the only
candidate who aspires to work in
politics, said the position is not a
simple notch on her resume.
“I listened for a long time before
I stepped up for any leadership position,” she said.
She said she has remained dedicated to communicating with students throughout her student government career.
Guerra said parking problems,
high textbook prices and the rising

dwenger@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 273

Hangar 9: Super American Happy Fun
Goodtime Jam Band
Big Boys Q’n: Heavy Metal Showcase:
Ommipresent, Hybrid Theory,
Adversity in Red
Mugsy McGuire’s: South Bend
SIU Arena: World Famous Lipizzaner
Stallions
PK’s: Moving Mary

8
Hangar 9: The Queers, Teenage
Rehab, Banner Pilot & Dear
Landlord
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Webster said she is more disturbed by the reason for the walkway
closing — flooding of the Morris
basement, which damaged between
2,000 and 3,000 books last week,
according to Carlson.
“I needed a book from the basement of the library and I ask them
every single day for it, and they’re
like ‘Oh, it’s still flooded,’” Webster
said. “I thought it was a crazy place
to keep books. I ended up borrowing
the book from my professor.”
A new system will carry the roof
water through pipes in the library
and drain it into Thompson Woods.
It was planned for the summer until
the recent water damage moved it
forward, Carlson said.
“We were going to wait on this
work until the break, but we just
didn’t want to chance a rain like yesterday again,” he said. “We’re flirting
with catastrophe here. We need to
get the water out of the building,
we need to do it urgently, and we’re
getting it done.”
Carlson said he did not know the
specific cost of the drainage project
because it was a part of the original
estimate for the library renovation

cost of tuition first drove her to
become involved in campus politics as an Undergraduate Student
Government senator.
“It wasn’t enough to just watch
things go on around me,” she said.
Guerra said she hopes to make
herself more accessible if she is
reelected. Over the past year, she
said she held one town hall meeting
per semester and held office hours
for one semester.
She said she stopped holding
office hours and instead left her
cell phone number at the Student
Center location because no one

Monday

Do your homework

10
Shryock Auditorium: Springtime
Broadway Pops

11

Hangar 9 — Chicago Farmer CD
release

12
Mugsy McGuire’s: Law School
Hangar 9: Thursday Nite Fever
Disco Nite
PK’s: Grant Harp

13
Friday

7

Thursday

Wednesday

Hangar 9 — Blue Print,
Greenhouse , DJ Rare Groove , Zero
Star, Hyphenate & DJ Pickel
PK’s — Moving Mary
Big Boys Q’n — Kevin Lucas
Orchestra

Tuesday

Today

Hangar 9 — Mathien and Under the
Radar
PK’s — TBA

6
Friday

In the battle of next generation
video formats, HD-DVD and BluRay are deadlocked in a struggle for
supremacy.
Recently, Microsoft announced
a new version of its popular XBOX
360 console, the Elite version.
This new version comes in a
cool looking black finish and boasts
a 120 GB hard drive as well as
HDMI. Conspicuously absent from
this new console version, though,
is a built-in version of the XBOX
HD-DVD drive, which will still be
available as an optional add-on.
Some have speculated that
Microsoft chose not to bundle HDDVD capabilities because it’s not
sure about the viability of the standard.
What does that mean for you?
It means that even the major corporations are still not ready to bet
all their chips on which HD Disc
format is going to dominate in the
end.
For those of you just tuning in,
there is a war going on concerning
the best way to get fancy new HD
content to all those HDTV owners
besides through broadcasts.
Studios are clamoring to re-

9

5

Saturday

hags2k@gmail.com

with a limited selection of movies.
What can be done? Well, the
short answer is wait. There are several likely scenarios that make will
make this issue easier. The first
scenario is that one format “wins”
the war, and the other disappears.
Suddenly, the choice is easy.
Another scenario is that so-called
dual-format players, which can play
both HD-DVD and Blu-ray discs,
will come down in price (right now
they are even more expensive then
regular HD players) and it will
become cost-effective to buy that
one player, and it won’t matter anymore what format the movies are
released in.
If you are a gamer and would
like to own a Playstation 3, then the
choice is Blu-ray by default, since
you’ll get a great Blu-ray player
built-into your new game system.
This doesn’t solve the issue of
movies that are released exclusively
in HD-DVD, but maybe if you’re
lucky, Blu-ray will win the war and
all the HD-DVD exclusives will be
re-released in Blu-ray format. This
is the scenario that Sony is banking on.
No matter which format eventually wins, it’s probably best to save
your pennies if you want HD content in a take-home package.
Even if you buy a player, saving
a little extra in case your chosen
format doesn’t stick around will help
soften the blow when you realize
you backed the wrong pony.

Sunday

A.P. HÄGLER

introduce feature films in high-def
formats, and need a standard way to
distribute them, the way DVDs and
VHS tapes allowed them to distribute standard-definition content.
The problem is, much like with
VHS and Betamax, there’s some
disagreement about how to go about
it, and we have two formats competing for dominance: HD-DVD and
Blu-ray.
Unlike VHS and Betamax,
where there was a real and very
noticeable difference in the quality
of movies released on either format
(Beta movies were usually quite a
bit sharper), there really isn’t any
tangible benefit to the consumer for
choosing one format over another.
Most movies are encoded exactly
the same way on either disc (usually
in MPEG-4/AVC or VC-1), and
theoretically, there’s no reason the
same level of video quality cannot be
achieved on either format.
Even the discs themselves are
the same size and shape (unlike
Beta and VHS tapes). The only real
difference is that, as of right now,
studios can fit just a little bit more
content onto a Blu-Ray disc than an
HD-DVD disc, but that’s not likely
to be a major issue.
So, the problem for consumers
comes from the fact that many new
movies are being exclusively released
on one format or the other.
This means that those of us who
can only afford to buy one really
expensive player have to make do

WHAT ’S GOING ON
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Gloria Bode says want to save your
old Nintendo? Find out how Friday...
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Mugsy McGuire’s: Wes
Hangar 9: Groovatron
PK’s: Skinny Jim and the # 9
Blacktops
Big Boys Q’n: Hail Marys,
Conniption Fits, Dammit Boys
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Hangar 9: Freekbass
Big Boys Q’n: Zaius, In The Face of
God, Cauldron

and will not result in any additional
cost or overages. He said a more permanent sewage system is scheduled
for the future, but they do not have
a timetable set.
The new drainage system should
prevent any flooding and damage to
books in the basement, which are
currently covered in plastic, Carlson
said.
Tuesday’s rainstorm did not
damage any books, he said, and
the books damaged last week were
shipped to Chicago to be dried. He
said he is optimistic all the books
will be preserved.
Webster said additional planning
in the early stages of library construction — a $48 million renovation that began in January 2006
— could have prevented some of
the problems.
“I really think the school would’ve
thought of that before with the
drainage problems,” she said. “It’s
like the foundation of the library
and they’re working on the top while
the bottom is all flooded and falling
apart. I suppose if they have to do
it they have to, just keep the books
dry.”
sean_mcgahan@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 254

came in during the office hours.
She said she would soon have a
Web site that would help students
contact her and plans to hold more
meetings with students next year.
Randy Adams, a sophomore from
Chicago studying business management, said he believed student politicians had honorable intentions.
“They’re there to give students a
voice,” he said. “But I don’t see anything that’s happening that they’re
fighting for.”
nirvjec@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 259

THE
W

hen Daniel Harmon Brush rode his horse
east from Murphysboro in 1852 he found
a flat, one-mile long stretch of wilderness
along which the Illinois Central Railroad would soon
run.
Brush knew he had found the perfect place to estab-

EVOLUTION OF THE

lish a new city — Carbondale.
Within months, Brush and others purchased 360
acres bordering the newly placed railroad. They laid out
172 lots in a rectangle around it, including a large public
square, which served as the center of the fledgling city,
according to “The Historic Town Square,” a booklet

story by B RANDON A UGSBURG

prepared by Thomason and Associates Preservation
Planners for the Carbondale Development Services
Department.
Over the next 155 years, Carbondale grew into the
city it is today by surviving depressions, the decline of
railroads and the constantly changing dynamics of a

small southern town. Throughout the history of the city,
the town square remained intact and the railroad continued to serve as the city’s focal point.
With the loss of the town square as the economic
center of Carbondale, especially between the 1950s and
the 1980s, many of the original buildings were razed and

S TRIP

the area along the railroad fell into decline.
But a renewed sense of historical preservation and
efforts by groups such as Carbondale Main Street have
helped revitalize the town square and the Strip —
Illinois Avenue between Mill Street and Jackson Street.
Carbondale Main Street Executive Director Roxanne

Conley said the renaissance of the Strip has progressed
steadily over the past decade, but the perception of it has
been slow to change.
“I am bound and determined to change the perception of what so many people think that downtown is
dead or that there is nothing here,” Conley said.

D E
Gus Bode says I’ve been hanging out
on the strip since 1956.
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Destination downtown

The town square, and by extension Illinois
Avenue, has been the focal point of Carbondale
since its inception. But the Strip has fluctuated
in importance and viability over the years. After
years of hard partying and a collective sense of
disinvestment in the downtown area as residents became more mobile and shopping centers
moved to the outskirts of town, the Strip fell into
decline.
Randy Johnson, manager of 710 Bookstore,
said residents and students alike walked all over the
downtown area when he first came to Carbondale
in 1981. Now, as mobility has increased, people
drive through town and can travel far distances to
do their shopping, he said.
“We all face the same thing, and that is you
have to convince people every day there is a reason to come to your business,” Johnson said.
The Strip went through a long period where it
struggled to find its identity as consumer markets
changed, but Conley said soul searching is healthy
for the business community.
“What good business people do is they continue to adjust to the changing climate of business,” she said. “Right now we’re in really pretty
good shape, we just need to get people to understand that. They have this misconception of what
it’s like downtown.”
Othniel Doolittle, a first year medical student
from Carbondale, said he never goes to bars on
the Strip and sees the area as a place to grab a bite
to eat and do some occasional shopping.
“When I think of the Strip, I just think of
some small restaurants and a few shops in that
area,” Doolittle said.
He said the Strip seems dilapidated and
efforts to beautify the downtown area could help
make it a more desirable place for residents and
students to visit.
Despite some negative sentiments, a veritable downtown revitalization has taken hold
in the past decade as empty storefronts have
been filled by local businesses and strong efforts
from the city and Carbondale Main Street organization have revamped the Strip. Downtown

An aerial view
from Memorial
Hospital of
Carbondale
of downtown
looking
southeast.
J OESPH M IDKIFF
D AILY E GYPTIAN

business owners and the city have worked to shed
the party image and create a more family friendly
atmosphere.
With 168 businesses located in the downtown
district, their efforts have been largely successful, but there is more work to be done, Conley
said. There are still a few empty buildings and
the heavy traffic along Rte. 51 and Rte. 13 hurts
passerby business and curb appeal — the welcoming appearance of storefronts and sidewalks,
Conley said.
“I think that [improving curb appeal] would

J OSEPH M IDKIFF ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

North Illinois Avenue at Jackson Street looking south. Illinois Avenue has formed the
western edge of the town square since 1852.

help tremendously in making it a friendly place to
be, more community friendly,” she said.
The Strip is not just battling heavy traffic and poor curb appeal, however. Assistant
City Manager for Economic Development Kevin
Baity said there has been a change in consumers
from largely students decades ago to daytime
shoppers and business professionals today. The
town square, which lacked a student presence in
Baity’s time at the university in the 1980s, has
been revitalized largely by appealing to a different
consumer base.
“I think that area has been greatly revived and
there’s a lot of foot traffic down there even during the week,” Baity said. “And a lot of it is my
age, 40-ish and over, but then we have a younger
crowd in there as well.”
Andrea Barclay, owner and chef at Global
Gourmet, opened her restaurant on the town

square three years ago. She said that area has taken
on urban renewal and a progressive attitude.
“I think because some of the places here are
changing the façade and changing the whole
atmosphere of the downtown, it’s becoming more
of an urban vibe that you can’t get anywhere else,”
she said.
Barclay said the businesses downtown feed off
of each other in a positive manner, and increased
foot traffic, especially in the last year, has added to
the revitalized atmosphere.
“It just got better and better with people using
this as the place to come, not just us per say, but
just the whole downtown,” she said. “There’s
more to do down here. People can park and they
can walk from one place to another.”
brandon_augsburg@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 262

‘‘I

n any college
town there’s
going to be a
strip with bars,
and it’s going to
be the popular
hangout for the
kids that are
of age to go to
those places, or
even underage.
— Doug McDonald
owner of Phoenix Cycles
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by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

By Linda Black

Girls and Sports

by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

John and the Giraffe

by Marc Chyba

College and Cats

by nikki proctor

Pirates vs Ninjas

by Brent Alexander

Today’s Birthday (04-05-07). You are
probably not well known for your thrifty
habits. This year, it’ll be easier to develop
some. You’ll continually be reminded that
it would be a good idea. To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is a
7 - You’ve been rich and you’ve been poor,
and rich is often more comfortable. It can
also be quite temporary, if you don’t plan
ahead. Now’s a good time to do that.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is a 7
- Get the information to your teammates,
so they can advance. If you provide support, they’ll do most of everything else.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 6
- You’re working hard but it’s less fun when
you’re not making very much money.
Think of this as paying off karmic debt, and
try to be cheerful.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is a
7 - You’re so cute and so popular now, you
can talk just about anybody into just about
anything. Be good - you’ve got a lot of
power in that smile.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is a 5
- You may be tempted to run away and
leave your troubles behind. Unfortunately,
that’s not possible. They’ll find a way to
tag along.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is a 6
- Hide out and study, even if friends want
you to come over and play. The preparation you do now will help you succeed in
the next competition. And you do love
winning.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is
an 8 - Keep your nose to the grindstone,
and your mouth shut. Don’t talk about
what you’re doing. Stay busy and get
rich.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Today is
an 8 - You’re intensely focused and the
job is sure to get done. You will go to
extraordinary means to make sure that
happens. This is good because others are
depending on you.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today
is a 6 - It’s hard to curtail your enthusiasm. Don’t get into trouble by talking
about something that should be kept
quiet for a while longer.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is
a 6 - You’re the one with the information
everybody’s seeking. All that homework
was time well spent. You’ll ace the test.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today
is a 7 - They say time equals money but
what about your thoughts? If they take
up a lot of your time, can you turn them
into cash? That’s today’s test question.
The answer is yes, if you can prove it.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is
an 8 - Actually, you’re doing quite well.
You may not be certain about which
path to take, but you are making really
good time. And pretty good money, too.

(c) 2007, Tribune Media Services Inc.
Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

Sudoku

By Michael Mepham

LAUDT
Level: 1

2

3

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit 1 to
9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

©2007 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

WERFE

Solution
Solution to
to Wednesday’s
Wednesday’s puzzle
puzzle

CHOTLE
www.jumble.com

VEENAU
Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Ans:
Saturday’s
Yesterday’s
Sudoku on your cell phone. Enter 783658.com in your mobile Web browser. Get a free game!
© 2007 Michael Mepham. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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TO

“

”

(Answers tomorrow)
ENACT POETRY
JERSEY CAMPUS
PILFER
Jumbles: VENOM
CREEK
QUILT
“present”
cangot
be the
— high-rise job, the
Answer: What
Whenathe
locksmith
A
SERPENT
builder
became his — “KEY” CUSTOMER
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Senior triple jump competitor
Antwon Stapleton will make the
trip on Saturday to the Gatorade
Classic. Stapleton, the current
Missouri Valley Conference Men’s
Field Athlete of the Week, qualified
for regionals on March 24 at the
Saluki Spring Classic with a jump
of 51-8 1/2.
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“My dad was my inspiration to
play tennis,” Mvilongo said. “He was
my coach for my whole life, so it
was hard to leave my family and my
friends in France.”
Florida Community College
at Jacksonville was the first school
Tsala Mvilongo attended in America.
She played there her freshman and
sophomore years, posting a 45-5
singles record.
She said playing in Florida provided a relaxed environment compared
to the pressure at SIU, but France was
her biggest challenge.
“France had very tough competition,” Tsala Mvilongo said. “The
more you win, the more you play and
you move up to tougher competition.
Here you can play the same people,
and in France you could play all different people in a year.”
The record Tsala Mvilongo posted
in Florida made her a hot recruit,

GOVERNOR
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“Does he think that airline is
not going to pass that tax on to us?”
Anderson said.
Sen. David Luechtenfeld, a
Republican from Okawville, had
echoed that idea, saying the tax would
trickle down to the consumer.
“(The gross receipts tax) is supposed to raise $6 billion,” he said.
“Stop a minute and think about
who will be paying that $6 billion.
It’s really a hidden sales tax is what
it is.”

Sports

Riley said it’s nice to see other athletes gain recognition for what they do
day in and day out.
“He’s been jumping well all season,
and he will continue to jump well,”
Riley said. “I’m glad other people are
starting to get some attention because I
don’t like the spotlight being shined just
on me.”
jstone59@siu.edu
536-3311 ext. 282

but she ultimately decided on SIU
because Vidal won her over, she said.
Vidal is an alumnus from Florida
International, and he said he recruits
there because of the rich talent it
always provides.
Vidal said Tsala Mvilongo was a
natural fit for the program he is trying
to build.
“We are always looking for players
that have a team-first mindset with
strong character,” Vidal said. “We had
very high expectations for Sabine,
and what we are really happy about is
her strong character and the type of
person she is.”
Both Vidal and Tsala Mvilongo
have helped the tennis team grow
into a winning program, even getting high regards from the Harold
Solomon Tennis Institute who stated, “Southern Illinois will soon be
one of the elite tennis programs in
the country.”
jeff_engelhardt@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 238
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takers, Zeman said.
“The judge questioned that, saying a potential admission of guilt
was an important point, in terms of
the integrity of a professor is important,” he said.
Bilinsky and a spokesman for the
attorney general’s office did not return
calls for comment Wednesday.
Ralph Lowenstein of the Hagen
and Smith, P.C. law firm, who is
representing Zeman and Wallis, said
he appreciated Sangamon County
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that, besides that Lowery will be
paid $750,000 a year.
Moccia said ideally he’d
like a bank of money he could
draw from.
He’s tracking down donations
for Lowery’s 2008 salary, which
Moccia said was the best offer he
could make to the three-year head
coach.
“He was sought after by programs that, quite frankly, $750,000
is an afterthought,” Moccia said.
“I don’t want this to get lost,
he decided to not go after more
money. He wanted to stay here, but
he also wanted to be paid market
value.”
Only New Mexico contacted
Moccia about a possible interview
with Lowery for a head coaching
position, Moccia said.
Lowery said being mentioned
as a candidate for head coaching
positions at other schools and getting SIU’s best offer was flattering.
“It’s very flattering because
when you do something in order to
receive something, you always want
the best results and the positive
things about what you’ve done,”
Lowery said.
“I think we’ve done a very positive job here and very positive in
that we graduate our kids, No.
1, and we’ve really built this into
a total family situation from the
coaching staff, to the community, to
our players.”
Judge Robert Eggers’ comments.
“I was encouraged in the sense
that he appeared to be agreeing
with some of the points that we
made,” he said. “I’m not going to
be so presumptuous to imply what
Judge Eggers may or may not rule
on this though.”
Lowenstein said he was “cautiously optimistic” he and Bilinsky
could settle outside of the court.
Zeman said the settlement would
not be financial and he is seeking to
protect himself from punishment.
“It’s a matter of keeping them
from doing me harm,” Zeman said.
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Saluki Insider
The PGA starts the Masters Tournament tomorrow, which is regarded as the most
prestigious tournament of the season. Phil Mickelson and Tiger Woods have gone backand-forth with the green jacket the past three years. Will Phil or Tiger win again, or will
someone else get to wear the green jacket?

SCOTT MIESZALA
scott_mieszala@
dailyegyptian.com

“I’ll play the odds: I choose someone else.
But for me, go back and read that. I look like
I’m out of my mind. So now I’ve pinpointed
how great Tiger Woods is; you’d be an idiot
not to pick him over a field of more than 100.”

“No single athlete has dominated their
sport quite like Tiger Woods. Don’t worry, Tiger JOSH JOHNSTON
will make it interesting. Like MJ in the NBA
Finals, Tiger will fall behind early, but make a
jstone59@
miraculous comeback to take home his fifth
siu.edu
green jacket.”

JEFF ENGELHARDT
jeff_engelhardt@
dailyegyptian.com

“I’m not much of a golf enthusiast but I hope
Sergio Garcia wins the Masters. Garcia makes golf
semi-entertaining to watch when he approaches
the ball. He takes five minutes to hit it because
he is bopping around so much he looks like he is
waiting for permission to hit the ball.”

SALUKI TRACKER
JASON FRASOR
STATS OF THE

0.333 5:36.06.08 16’8.43” 17363 3/7

Sports

SIU FOOTBALL

Craig Coffin
Saluki kicker Craig Coffin looks
to add two more records to his evergrowing list of accomplishments in
Saturday’s 6 p.m. home game versus
Indiana State.
Coffin needs six points to pass
former Saluki running back Tom
Koutsos’ school record of 307 points.
Koutsos
played
SIU from
1999 to
Former
SIUfor
pitcher
Jason
2003.
Frasor pitched a scoreless inning
If Coffin smakes
twotofield
goals,
in Toronto’
10-9 loss
Detroit.
heFrasor
can also
pass Ron
Miller’s
school
appeared
in the
bottom
of
record
of 40 and
fieldwith
goals.two
Miller,
the eighth
menwho
on
played
from
1983
to
1986,
was
and no outs he was able to get
a three
member
1983
national
outsofinSIU’s
a row
including
a
championship
team.Granderson to
strikeout to Curtis
end the inning. Frasor has one win
and two strikeouts with a 0.00 ERA
in two appearances.

Do you have questions for
the Saluki Banter that you
want answered?
E-mail de_editor@dailyegyptian.com

Assistant up for SIUE job
Moccia wishes
19-year basketball
coach good luck
Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The Salukis could be close to losing assistant coach Rodney Watson,
a mainstay with the program for
19 years.
Watson recently interviewed at
SIU-Edwardsville for the Cougars’
head coaching position and was
named one of three finalists for
the post.
SIU Athletic Director Mario
Moccia said Edwardsville athletic
director Brad Hewitt called and
asked for permission to interview
Watson, and Moccia gave Watson a
positive endorsement.
“We had a nice discussion about

Rodney.” Moccia said. “I wish him
good luck in the process. If this is
the job he wants, I hope he gets it.”
Watson joined the Salukis in
1988 with Coach Rich Herrin at
the helm. Watson has also been an
assistant coach under Bruce Weber
and Matt Painter before serving
under SIU coach Chris Lowery the
last three seasons.
With Watson on the coaching
staff, the Salukis have amassed a
399-205 record and earned a berth
in nine NCAA Tournaments.
“I think Rodney has been a huge
key to our success over many years.
At the same time, I hope he gets
what he wants,” Moccia said. “If he
wants a head coaching job, I really
hope he gets it for himself, but I’d be
apprehensive about having to replace
somebody that’s got that much
experience and is that well-liked
in our program.”
Neither Watson nor SIU coach
Chris Lowery returned calls for

comment at press time.
The SIUE Cougars are part
of the Division II Great Lakes
Valley Conference. The SIU Board
of Trustees recently allowed the
Edwardsville campus to pursue
Division I status in athletics, which
would put the team in the same
league as the Salukis.
SIUE is set to play in its current
conference for the 2007-08 season
and pursue another conference for
the following year.
Alongside Watson in the finalist pool are Bradley’s Lennox
Forrester and Western Michigan’s
Jeff Dunlap, both who are assistant
coaches for their current teams.
“We have three outstanding
candidates,” Hewitt told the Alton
Telegraph. “We should name our
new coach by the middle or end of
next week.”
scott_mieszala@dailyegyptian.com
536-3311 ext. 269
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Masters Tournament begins
Will Mickelson, Woods or someone new
win this year? page 15
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WOMEN’S TENNIS

French flair
Senior shows
lifelong passion on
collegiate courts
Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

With a swing as smooth as
French silk and power that overpowers opponents, Sabine Tsala
Mvilongo has made an impact for
the SIU women’s tennis team.
Tsala Mvilongo has led the
way with a 9-3 dual record and a

seven-match winning streak. She
has dominated doubles with partner
Agata Skorupska, achieving a 7-1
record.
All of her success led to the
senior picking up the Missouri Valley
Conference Player of the Week recognition earlier in the season.
“Sabine has a strong spiritual
foundation. She brings a peace of
mind to everything she does,” SIU
coach Rene Vidal said. “It has been
a great asset to the team. She brings
a quiet confidence to the court and
to her teammates.”
Tsala Mvilongo was born and
raised in Aulnay, France, where she

said a passion for tennis came naturally. Her father was a professional
tennis player in Africa, where he
had great success until he retired and
moved the family to France.
Going to school and playing tennis in France was a difficult task
because school went into the evening, and Tsala Mvilongo would
only have time to practice at night,
she said.
Tsala Mvilongo said her father
taught her everything he knew and
was her coach until she came to play
in America.
See FRENCH, Page 14
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Sabine Tsala Mvilongo returns a hit Saturday afternoon during the
Salukis’ win against Northern Illinois on Saturday at the university’s
tennis courts. The Salukis play Bradley on Friday.

Moccia
confident
in Lowery’s
contract
Donations, other
revenue streams
to pay for boost
Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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Junior Matthew Rives competes in the pole vaulting event during the Missouri Valley Conference Championships on Feb. 24 at the
Recreation Center. The Salukis compete Friday and Saturday in the Gatorade Classic in Cape Girardeau, Mo.

TRACK AND FIELD

Schedule change could bode well for Salukis
Josh Johnston
DAILY EGYPTIAN

SIU won’t make its scheduled trip
to Mississippi this weekend for the
Ole Miss Classic.
Instead, the Saluki track and
field team will take a much shorter
journey to Cape Girardeau, Mo.,
for the Gatorade Classic on Friday
and Saturday.
Teams from all over the Midwest
are planning to attend, including
Illinois State, Southeast Missouri
State, Tennessee State and Murray
State. Illinois State’s women finished
third and the men finished fourth at
the Saluki Spring Classic March 24.
SIU coach Connie PriceSmith said the Salukis would face
good competition but would be

able to see some strong individual
performances.
Throws coach John Smith said
he expects solid performances in the
hammer throw.
“It’s always nice to start with
an event like the hammer,” Smith
said. “We have good hammer throwers, and we should score heavily in
the hammer.”
Junior thrower Brittany Riley is
coming off her best hammer performance of her career last week, when
she tossed the hammer 222 feet, 11
inches. Riley will compete in the
discus and shotput Saturday.
Riley said getting off to a good
start would be key for the Salukis.
“I think it would be great for us
to do well early,” Riley said. “It will
be good to get off to a fresh start

because we will be the first ones
Sophomore jump competitor
to compete.”
Bianca Stuart has won two long
Junior thrower Brenton Siemons jump competitions in a row. At the
will compete in the hammer on Saluki Spring Classic, she jumped
Friday and the dis20-0 1/4 to qualify
cus and shotput on
for regionals. She
Saturday. Siemons
that up
t will be good to get followed
tossed the shotwith a jump of 19put 55-7 1/2 to
8 to take first at the
off to a fresh start
qualify for regionMissouri Relays
because we will be the on Saturday.
als at the Saluki
Spring Classic.
Stuart will also
first ones to compete.
Smith
said
compete in the
— Brittany Riley 100 meters, the
Siemons’ work ethic
junior thrower
is the reason for his
4x100 meter relay
success.
and the 200 meters.
“Siemons trains like the guys I
“She is a pure athlete,” Pricetrained with 20 years ago,” Smith Smith said. “She is very athletic, and
said. “All these kids want to do is she works very hard.”
work, and in today’s society you don’t
See SCHEDULE, Page 14
see that very often.”

‘‘I

Now that terms have been
agreed upon for SIU coach Chris
Lowery’s seven-year, $5.25 million contract extension, Athletic
Director Mario Moccia said
he is collecting money from
private donors.
Moccia said Lowery was
previously approved for a raise
to $300,000 for the 2008 fiscal
year, which is what the Athletic
Department will pay out of the
new salary, as Lowery’s contract
will pay him $750,000 per year
for seven years.
The other $450,000, Moccia
said, will come from private
donations and other revenue
streams, such as the chairback
seats on press row, which Moccia
said he hopes can bring in
$100,000 a year.
Overall, Moccia said he is
confident the revenue will come
in, and Lowery will be paid
his salary.
“There was such an outpouring of support for coach Lowery
during this whole run,” Moccia
said. “We are in the process now
of following up with all these
individuals who said, ‘Hey, I
would like to assist in keeping
coach Lowery here.’ So that’s
kind of what we’re doing right
now, is we’re going on these
calls so we can put that money
in the bank.”
The budget has been figured
out as far as the fiscal year of
2008, Moccia said, and nothing has been decided on beyond
See CONTRACT, Page 14

